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Hello,

My name is Rodney Itaki and I am from Papua New
Guinea. Some people think it’ s in Africa but actual-
ly it’ s just above Australia. It’s a tiny country with
just over 5 million people so you can be forgiven for
not knowing much about it.

When I was asked by Suguri sensei to write some-
thing to contribute I could not come up with any-
thing to write. Well, actually there are a million
things to write about but just could not make up my
mind. But I think most people would like to know
why I am doing a Ph.D. course in the first place. My
answer? Because I am mad! Yeah, sometimes I
think I am insane! I mean knowing so much about a
little thing that sometimes I think has no relevance
to the real world is insanity, right? My friends think
it’ s great to have the letters ‘Ph.D.” after your name
and my wife says its good for our future but I wish
my mosquitoes in the laboratory would say some-
thing to me too. By the way, I am studying mosqui-
toes that transmit malaria. Papua New Guinea is no-
torious for malaria so maybe it’ s one of the reasons
why I am here in Japan.

Willie, my classmate in medical school, is also do-
ing Ph.D. course up in Hokkaido and he says Ph.D.
stands for “Pile Higher and Deeper’. And I think
most Ph.D. students will agree with this definition
rather than the one given by universities — ‘Doctor
of Philosophy’. T used to think that philosophers
were people who think a lot so probably I do de-
serve the title, after all, I will be conducting experi-

EFRMAERHELHRIZ1E
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ments and sit on my desk starring on the computer
screen for the next 3 years! But my friend’ s defini-
tion of piling higher and deeper is true for me. I
mean, my desk is piled with stacks of journal papers
that I might have read once or twice, computer acces-
sories, CDs, tapes, and more papers. I have this sad-
ness to throw away papers so I just keep them on my
desk. T know that’ s crazy and that’s why I think I
am mad. The pile is getting higher and I am sinking
deeper into insanity! If this is happening to me now,
my first year, what’ s going happen to me in 3 years
time?

If you think that I am disorganized, disorderly and
plain lazy (don’t forget madness) you are probably
correct. My wife complains that I destroy her hard
work of cleaning and organizing our apartment daily
because by next morning, our apartment is a mess.
There are more papers piling higher on our dinner ta-
ble, my laundry is everywhere and my son’ s playing
blocks are not packed. And it’ s all my fault because
I am so disorganized and disorderly. If I ever learn
one think from my stay in Japan is to be organized. I
think Japanese people are generally very orderly and
well organized. So maybe apart from the mental
breakdown that I feel I am approaching from doing
the Ph.D. course, I just might be more organized by
the time I end up in a mental hospital. The end re-
sult? A very orderly, well-organized insane person
who is obsessed with malaria and mosquitoes!

So if you are a Ph.D. student reading this than you
are probably mad yourself too!
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Has it already been five years? It seems like just
yesterday that I started my research on rare su-
gars in the Laboratory of Functional molecules
at the food science department of the faculty of
Agriculture of Kagawa University.

Before coming to Kagawa, from Syria, I almost
had no idea about life in Japan. As most of the
Middle Eastern people I had an obscure imagina-
tion about life in the Far East.

The city that I came from, Aleppo, is Syria's
city of the north, which is situated only 1 hour
away from the Turkish border. The city itself is
a central 'old city', a long maze of narrow streets
around the magnificent Aleppo citadel. As you
go further away from the citadel, buildings and
roads become more modern until you reach the
boundaries of New Aleppo.

It would be a lie if I said that everyday of my
life here was easy, I was for sure encountered
with many difficulties. In spite of enduring the
very humid summer in Japan, being an Arabic
native-speaker was (and still) enough to make
(Nihongo) my first and most important barrier
in Kagawa. Arabic is the main language spoken
in Syria. The Arabic alphabet has a few extra let-
ters that do not exist in the normal Latin and
Germanic languages. Arabic is also written from
right to left.

When I first made the decision to stay in Kaga-
wa for that long, for PhD, it seemed impossible
at the beginning, but I have been lucky enough
to be introduced to my professor, Yasuhiro Ka-
wanami, who gave me lots of useful advises and
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encouragement, which in all, make my life and
research easier than I, myself, expected.

It is the people in Kagawa that make this prefec-
ture special. I was surrounded with a wonderful
people who were always assisting me and help-
ing in all regards.

There is my closest friend, a wonderful Japa-
nese woman whom I consider myself privileged
to know, she has taught me so much not only
about life in Japan but also about life in general.
Then there is my former Japanese teacher, a
beautiful person both inside and out who was
there in every time I was in need for her help,
valuable guidance, and wise advice, we often
got together and spent a great deal of time laugh-
ing.

Next is a lady whom my daughter and I, were al-
ways extremely happy to be with, we visited to-
gether so many different places in Japan, we
spent those amazing times together inside and
outside Kagawa. Furthermore, she was of a
great help to me during the most difficult times
of my 5 years life in Kagawa.

Then of course there is many other fantastic
friends who enriched my life in such a way that
words cannot describe. This is not to mention
those I have met through my visits to towns or
those I met while I was hospitalized.

Then top of that I have had the wonderful oppor-
tunity to meet people from countries all over the
world. They have given me memories that I will
cherish. Every single day I spent with them in
Kagawa has been a golden chance in my life-



time to meet them. Now, instead of going into
raptures over how wonderful my life was in Ka-
gawa and telling you how much I'm going to
miss it (which is true), In fact, my five years in
Kagawa, was a mixture of easy and hard.

*On one hand, I was (and still) fascinated by

the Japanese traditions and culture; I was particu-
larly taken by the customs associated with the
celebration of Japanese most important religious
festival, called O-bon- the festival of the dead.
With white paper lantern platforms placed in
front of most of the Japanese houses, Japanese
celebrate O-bon, by making excursions, on three
consecutive nights in the second week of Au-
gust, to the family graves, where the soul of the
dead are being guided and welcomed home, to
the spot where they dwelt as living beings, to
visit their relatives, who pay respect to them,
during this three-day-long festival.
I admire and respect the reverence shown to the
dead, it was always wonderful moment to watch
Japanese pausing to clap their hands, close their
eyes and bow their heads in a moment of prayer
for the dead.

*On the other, I was subjected (sometimes) to
unbearable stress and frustration in my early life
in Japan, as I struggled through my daily round
of endless duties as a wife, mother, and a re-
searcher student. Being a mother in a foreign
country was enough to keep me worried every
morning after sending my daughter to her
school. Although statistics will probably show
that Japan is measurable safer than one's home
country, that is not to say that crime and vio-
lence are absent. It would be naive to think that
bad things do not happen to undeserving people
in many bad chances. Furthermore, no where
else is the expense of living in Japan which is
more obvious that during domestic travel. The
cost of visiting a nearby city can be ridiculous.
Regardless any difficulties (which are much less
than the facilities), one finds himself in need to
talk about the things that he enjoyed in Japan,
for me, I would like to share my personal top
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things I love about Kagawa:

*As everybody knows, Kagawa is famous for
Sanuki Udon, and as almost everybody knows,
there is quite a big variety of Udon kinds served
in all Udon shops in Kagawa... When I first
came to Kagawa, I couldn't get accustomed with
the food at all; in fact I didn't like Udon! I had
thought that Udon was mushy and tasteless.
Now, I like Udon just as much as a native Sa-
nukiite (but I still cannot bring myself to eat
Udon for breakfast). One of the things I like
about Udon in Kagawa is not only that it's an
economical and healthy food but also it is a con-
versation topic. People talk about udon the way
strangers talk about the weather. I usually have
the simple, Kake udon but I also like to try other
kinds too! Recently I ventured into the Hana-
maru Udon shop. I really like this shop, not for
the udon noodles itself (which are good, too)
but for the nice soup they use for it (beside lots
of memories which I had with extraordinarily be-
loved friends there). I would like to say as much
as everybody tends to think, that Sanuki Udon is
the greatest of all the foods in Japan.

*Talking about food can never be (in some ca-
ses) separated from talking about festivals in Ja-
pan, as there are so many festivals happening all
over Shikoku. One of my favorites, Awa Odori
is a huge festival that takes place in Tokushima
every year during the O-bon days. The dance ori-
ginated from a special dance to welcome ances-
tral spirits with exciting singing and many dan-
cers dressed in generously colored outfits make
the dance very much fun to watch. In Kagawa
as well, there are many lively summer festivals
such as the colorful Sanuki Takamatsu city fes-
tival which has beautiful shows of dancing fol-
lowed by fireworks held usually in the Sunport
Takamatsu area where there is a spectacular
view of the Seto Inland sea, that area in fact has
become with the opening of Symbol Tower in
2004 with all the restaurants, cafes and bars
opened there, more attractive to all the people of
Takamatsu and Kagawa in all seasons.



I am often asked, "Syria doesn't have seasons
does it?" We do have seasons it is just that they
are as defined as in Japan, however, the city
where I live, Aleppo, has a rather colder winter
and drier summer.

Spring, in Japan, is one thing that I'm gonna real-
ly miss because of the cherry blossoms. In
spring, scores of Japanese people young and
old, from all walks of life sweep down in droves
onto the nearest Sakura-viewing spot, to cele-
brate the first blooms of the season and the end
of the cold winter months. All in the name of ha-
nami (flower-viewing). Theoretically, the week
beginning on the 24th of March is the traditional
week for the Sakura front, which sweeps across
Japan from Okinawa, to hit the Shikoku region.
However, from time to time, sudden changes in
temperature can cause the cherry blossoms to
flower and fall prematurely. Cherry blossoms
wherever they may bloom are beautiful. They
are beautiful while they are blooming and then
again as they fall off the tree, reminding one of
falling snow. Indeed, going all out with a group
of Japanese friends is probably one of the best
ways to ensure a truly satisfying hanami experi-
ence. The hanami season in Kagawa officially
starts when the somei-Yoshino Sakura trees
burst into flower in Ritsurin Park, which is as I
believe one the most beautiful parks in Kagawa
in all seasons.

Although spring, my favorite season, is fol-
lowed by my least favorite season in Japan, sum-
mer, I wonderfully enjoyed the Japanese way of
greeting the coming of Summer by spending the
last few days of April and the first few days of
May on vacation. This joyful time, referred to as
Golden week, which is, in fact, a bad time to
travel or even to move within the city. You may
want to stay a little closer to home, so as not to
miss out most of your vacation time as I did in
my early golden week in Kagawa.

Now, autumn is here, in autumn with the leaves
turning yellow and falling off the trees. As a
child and even as an adult, there is nothing bet-
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ter than the sound of the leaves crunching under
your feet as you go for an autumn walk, In Kaga-
wa, the most beautiful place in fall is Kotohira
where the trees that line the steps up to the
shrine as well as maple trees that surround the
back road leading up to the shrine administra-
tion office.

Indeed, at present, my life in Kagawa is very
stimulating and full of joy; I'll always remember
those years with a special pleasure and an end-
less love. I find myself always moved to tears re-
membering the most important steps [ve been
through in this country.

I would like to bow and thank Allah, my lord, to
have brought me all along the distance to spend
this wonderful time of my life and to learn
about such a rich culture, I'll never forget about
you Japan.
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NEANBFEER

RN W g = . . N
==k AER Number of International Students by Faculties (@,’iﬁh‘,ﬁﬁb’i,‘ E{%?g)
X 7 15 2% 3F 45 HRE HAMEYE BBEE /NET
Classification Freshmen Sophomore Junior Senior Research Student | Auditor | 184 Sub Total Az
E# e E# e E# e E# e E# S -4 e e E3} e Total
¥ OB National | Private | National | Private | National | Private | National | Private | National | Private | Private | Private | National | Private
Faculty Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense
wo® # B S @ S @ ® | @ | @ | © | @ | @
Faculty of Education 1 2 1 2 6 3 7 0 22 22
& # & ©) ©) ) @ ) ®) ®)
Faculty of Law 2 1 1 3 0 7 7
7 K % & () ©) @) @) 1) (1) ) (1) © | (o) | 0
Faculty of Economics 3 1 7 5 2 2 2 1 1 22 23
= ¥ B ©) ) ) ) ©
Faculty of Medicine 1 1 1 9 >
T # & ©) & ) W | o ©) © | @ | ®
Faculty of 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 8 10
B # & (1) 1) 0 | o ) @) @)
Faculty of Agriculture 1 1 1 1 1 3 4
&5t (0) (2) (0) (7) (0) (6) (0) (7) (0) (6) (4) (8) (0) (40) (40)
Total 0 8 1 13 0 10 0 9 4 10 5 8 5 63 68
() NRTFERETRT, () indicates the number of female students.
7O %2 = . FR%
i 9L3H—E|J |7C_| 2R Number of International Students by Graduate School (;\(i,ﬁk,f,g\i;:bﬁes E}%@)
K 2 etz LAR= L] 8
Classification Master's program Doctoral program ity i ﬁi‘{” f“t”n{” INET
R Teacher fRFEMHFE
esearch Student Training | Auditor | Auditor Sub Total ~=
15 2% 15 2f 3F 45 Sagerd uditor] Auda 55
Firstyear |Second year| Firstyear |Second year| Thirdyear | Fourth year utdent Total
EHE  AE | EHERE LR | EE | LB | ER | LB | ER® | LR | @R | LR | DR | B8R | EE L | LB | @R | LE
MR National | Private [National| Private |National| Private [National| Private |National| Private |National | Private [National| Private | National | Private | Private |National| Private
Graduate School \ [Expense|Expense|Expense(Expense|Expense|Expense|Expense|Expense [Expense|Expense|Expense|Expense|Expense|Expense| Expense |Expense |Expense|Expense|Expense
HEFHTER
Graduate School of (s) (g> <?) <?> (1? (152;)
Education
EFMRR (1) () | (1) (1)
Graduate School of Law 1 0 1 1
BEFMTER
Graduate School of <?) (g> (P (? (;) (184) (196)
Economics
i3I A MRRR
Graduate Schoool of (1) (;) (?) <g> (? <?
Management
= ZOF
R oo @@ |m|o o] @@ () @ | @ (10)
Medicine 4 2 2 1 1 2 3 2 1 10 8 18
THHRRF
oo ool of W@ ||| o |0 © © | @ ®
Engineering 5 1 2 1 4 1 2 1 4 1 5 17 22
BPMTER
Graduate School of g) (]) (g) (;) (?> (141> (? <165)
Agriculture
NEt (1 3| @ (3| @ | @ | 1) | @] ©]|®]|@]@]©]© (0) (1) | (@ | (8) | (35) (43)
Sub Total 6 21 8 23 5 6 3 3 2 6 3 2 1 1 1 1 1 29 64 93
EERFMTER
The United Graduate (5) ® (8) (14) | (0) (14)
School of Agricultute 13 8 9 30 0 30
&&t (1) |3 | (4 [(3) | (B | @B | @ | O |6 |G| @] @] @O]© (0) (1) | (@ | (22) | (35) (57)
Total 6 21 8 23 18 6 11 3 11 6 3 2 1 1 1 1 1 59 64 123

¥ () AT FERE TR, () indicates the number of female students.
TEBOELE (R FRELFEROBICRET S,
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NEANBFEER

E BIAER Number of International Students by Countries (A SERIRRE)
k2 AR 5 REZ | 55
Classification | s agn Graduate Student HRE ﬁH%%.é’Eii #a | up | BEE Jﬁg_?ﬁ% st BAREMAH | .-
Undergraduate - Research | Teacher g% |fiy4 |Auditor of gfﬁ”@'@?ﬁ Sub Total |TelnedGadee | 2
Student &+ | WEHRE | Student |Training |Auditor | Auditor | €lective | ‘mopier Schoalof Agriculure st
Master's Program | Doctoral Program Student courses only | Syydent The Sum
EE & EE | LE EHE LE BB |LE BE LE LE | EDE EE EELE EE LE| EE| LE Tota
i BE National | Private |National | Private | National | Private |National | Private | National | Private | Private | National | National |Nafonal | Privae |National | Private |National| Private
Region Country Expense |Expense |Expense | Expense | Expense | Expense [Expense | Expense| Expense |Expense |Expense | Expense | Expense |Expense | Expense |Expense Expense |Expense| Expense
S (0) | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) (0) (0) [(0) ] ()| (0] (0)| ()| | (0
India 0| o 0| o 0| o oo 0 0 0 0 0 olo|2|0]2]0 2
LRZST (0) | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) (0) (0) [() ]| (0] (0)]| ()| | (0
Republic of Indonesia oo 0| o0 0| o oo 0 0 0 0 0 olo|1|lo]|1]o0 1
s (0) | (1) | (@ | () | (0 | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) (0) (0) [ [ ()] ]| )| (1)
Republic of Korea 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 o2 |1 ]0 |1 2 3
a4 (0) | (0) | (3 | (@ | (0 | (0 | | | (@ | ()| (0 (0) (0) [(3) ] @ |10 (0) |(13)] (2 | (15)
Thailand oo 6 | 2 0| o 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 713|130 |23 23
thE (0) |(20) | (1) |(23) | (3) | (&) | (0) | (4) (0) @ | (1 (8) (0) (4) |(64)| (1) | (0) | (5) |(B4) | (B9)
People's Republicof China | o | 36 | 3 [ 39 | 8 | 14 | 3 9 0 2 1 8 0 14 [109| 3 | 0 | 17 [109 | 126
INFZRY (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) | (0) (0) 0) | (0 (0) (0) (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (O) (0)
Islamic Republic of Pakistan | o 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1
oy |IWTITYa () [0 |0 | | (@ | [© | | (0 | @ | [ (0 © [ [©@]| @[] w© | ™
Asi People's Republic of
sia Bangladesh oo 2 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 414|081 9
p2UI=% (0) | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) (0) (0) [ (0)](0) ]| (0] (0)| ()| | (0
Philippines 0| o0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1ol 1|0]2]0 2
NhF L (0) | (0) | (1) | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) (0) () [ ]| ]| @O | 2
Viet nam oo 1 0 0| o o |o 0 0 0 0 0 1102 |0]3]o0 3
LT 0) | (1) | (@ | () | (0 | (0) | (© | (0 | (0 | (0) | (0) (0) (0) [ [ ()] (]| )| (1)
Malaysia 0| 3 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o|5|0|0]0]S5 5
25— (0) | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) (0) (0) [0 ]| (0] ()| )@ | (0
Nepal oo 0o | o 1 0 oo 0 0 0 0 0 1101 |l0]2]o0 2
& © | © [ © | (1) ] © [© |© [@ | © | 1)@ | @ | © [©]|@]|©]®©|W©|@ | @
Taiwan oo 0 1 0| o 0o | 2 0 1 0 0 0 o|4|0|0|o0]|4 4
T4 © [© | (@ [ © | @ | (1) | |[© | (@ |© |0 | (0 | (0 [©/ |0 |®©|®©/|« | ®
Brunei Darussaiam 0| o0 0| o 0 1 oo 0 0 0 0 0 o|1|l0]|o0|o0|1 1
TIELF (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) | (0) (0) 0) | (0 (0) (0) (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (O) (0)
shEpK | Argentine Republic 0| o 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 100|001 0 1
Central&South
America | RI=HFIE (0) | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) (0) (0) | (0) ] ()| (0] (0)| (0| | (0)
Dominican Republic oo 1 0 0| o o |o 0 0 0 0 0 1ol o0o]o0]| 1|0 1
TNHYT (0) | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) (0) (0) || (0| (0] (0)| ()| | (0
B Bulgaria 1 0 0| o0 0| o oo 0 0 0 0 0 100|010 1
Europe |/, ) | (0 | ) | [ (@ | @ [© |@© ] © |®|@©/| © O[O O]©]|0 | @
Federal Republic of Germany 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1
KEMN | NTTZ2—%=T (0) | (0) | (0 |(0) | (0 | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) (0) (0) [ ]| (0| @ | (0
Oceania | Papua New Guinea 0| o 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 110|001 0 1
i Sy7 (0) | (0 | (0) | (0) | (0) | (0) | (@ | (@ | (00 | (0) | (0) (0) 0) [ |@ @ ]©@ || | (1)
Middle East | Syria oo 0| o 0o | o oo 0 0 0 0 0 ojlo|1]o|1]|o 1
ISTh (0) | (0 | (0) [ (0) | (@ | (1) | (0) | (0) (0) 0) | (0 (0) (0) )| (1) ] (@ | (@ | | (1) (1)
791y | Avab Republic of Egypt oo | oo 1 1 oo 0 0 0 0 0 1010 |o]| 1|1 2
Affica | o> S—REstFIE - (0 | (@ | (© | (@ | | () [ |0 | (@ | (@ | @ | (0 (0 || ()| ()] (| | (0
Democratic Republic
of the Congo 0| o o | o 0| o o |o 0 0 0 0 0 ojlo|1]o|1]|o0 1
5t (0) |(22) | (5) [(26) | (3) | (8) | (0) | (6) (0) 4) | (1) (8) (0) (8) [(75)| (14)| (0) | (22) |(75) | (97)
Total 1 |40 | 14 |44 | 13 |17 | 5 | 11 1 6 1 8 0 34 12730 | 0 | 64 | 127 | 191

¥ () AREFERBTRY . () indicates the number of female students.
IEBOEL (Filh) FRELREORICRET 2.
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