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Everyday Taiwan: A Brief Cultural Guide
BEDEH UL BES LDTFHA K

Level: ¥55E CiThh 2 HEERE (WI4Rk)
Time: AEEH 1 14:50-15:50 14™ April -7t" July
Instructor: WU YUNXI (B2 & I A >'%)

Title:

Lecture Plan

Week 1: Welcome to Taiwan - First Images & Expectations

Lecture: Brief overview of Taiwan (diversity, languages, modern vs. traditional, media images)
Activity: Group sharing - "What do you think of when you hear 'Taiwan'?"

Create a "Taiwan Impression Board" (before vs. after course)

Week 2: Basic Survival Chinese 1- Greetings
Lecture: Common greetings & phrases in Mandarin (Tips for pronunciation)
Activity: mini role-plays: greeting, Self-introduction

Week 3: Basic Survival Chinese 2-Daily Expressions
Lecture: basic grammar, basic conversation
Activity: Role-play: asking basic questions (asking road, ordering food, greetings)

Week 4: Simple Taiwanese Hokkien 1- Sounds & Culture

Lecture: Difference between Mandarin and Taiwanese

Simple expressions in Taiwanese Hokkien (e.g., "Jia ba buay?", "Gam xia")
Activity: Practice greetings in Taiwanese

Week 5: Simple Taiwanese Hokkien 2- Everyday Conversations
Lecture: Daily dialog in Taiwanese

Conversation mixed with Mandarin and Taiwanese

Activity: Guess what they mean (by conversation)

Week 6: “Wait... What Does That Mean in Taiwan?” — Taiwanese Mandarin & Everyday Terms
Lecture: Introduction to Taiwan-specific Mandarin vocabulary that might confuse

Words with different meanings:

&= (scooter / annoying person), #E# (MRT), ##F%t (oden-like snack, no “tempura”), &
E. (receipt barcode system, not “vehicle”)

Activity: “Guess the Meaning” game



Week 7: Eating and Drinking Culture — A Way of Life
Lecture: Explore how food culture reflects lifestyle and values in Taiwan:

Week 8: Eating Culture & Taiwan’s Unique Ordering Systems

Lecture: Introduction to Taiwanese eating culture and how to “order like a local”

Taiwanese food culture emphasizes personalization, flexibility, and communal sharing

Example: Breakfast culture, Custom drink ordering system, Writing on the menu with pencil, buffet
count by weight, Group dining, diverse order manners in Night market food stalls

Activity: Role Play —ordering at different places

Week 9: Temples, Folk Beliefs & Everyday Etiquette

Lecture: Taiwanese folk beliefs and the central role of =& (temples) in everyday life

Common gods (e.qg., #EH, 25z, F.Y) 5 Everyday signs of belief: lucky charms, red strings,
offerings at shops/homes

Do’s and don’ts during festivals (e.g., Ghost Month)

Activity: matching game

Week 10: Social Life — Family, Neighborhood and tea

Lecture: Social relationships in Taiwan

Family structure and terms (importance of &#5&/[a[/ [a]4##, hierarchy, filial piety)

Neighborhood life: relationships with neighbors, building guards, and shop owners

Hospitality and informal social spaces: inviting friends home, chatting over tea, or hanging out at
local shops

Cultural Point: Importance of “face,” humility, and social harmony in Taiwanese relationships
Activity:

How is family structure and socializing different from your customs?



