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Experiences, Hopes, and Plans in Japan
Saul Edgardo Moncada Valladares (Honduras)

Coming to Japan has been an
amazing experience since | arrived
here in October 2010. It is like an
adventure full of anecdotes,
expectations and plans. Firstly, |
have been given the opportunity to
know many people , places ,
languages and cultural aspects.
Thus, | hope | can get the best out
of the Japanese people and
culture so that when | go back to
my country, good relations
between Honduras and Japan can be fomented.
Moreover, | expect to understand the teaching of the
English language in Japanese schools and, also, about
the Japanese System of Education so | can apply
those good things learned in my country.

Referring to Japanese people, | think they are always
available when help is needed. For example, |
remember once when | was at the airport in Tokyo and
needed to change dollars into yens, but | did not know
the place, nor the way how to do it, so | asked a
Japanese woman and she showed me all the way
through and the whole process involved. Besides, |
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have had some other similar experiences, which gives
us an idea of the way most of the people here behave
towards the others which has been an important
factor for the development of this country, | guess.

On the other hand, Japanese culture and technology
are very interesting since |I' ve attended some events
like the Tea Ceremony where | met people from
different countries or the Udon-Making which involves
an interesting process of making that delicious
traditional dish. Moreover, at Himeji | could see just an
example of how good the Japanese technology is:
high tech. | want to tell my people all these things
about the Japanese culture so that they can have
more interest in Japan.

As to the English Language Education in Japanese
schools, | would like to understand about the
methodology and technigues implemented by the
teachers. That is, observe whether the students like
learning English or not; take a look at the kind of
environment in the classroom, and all the things which
influence on the students to learn. Then, | would like to
apply that knowledge at schools in my country. -
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My experiences so far, hopes, and plans for the future

| arrived in Japan on 4 th October
2010, with the Japanese flight
through Kansai International
Airport. At about 3 o'clock, | arrived
at Kagawa University where | was
warmly welcomed by Professor
Lrong Lim, Professor Takenaka
Tatsunari, Shioi Sensei, Takamizu
Sensei, and staff members of the
Administrative Group. That was my
first time to see Japan. After the
opening ceremony, | met a lot of Japanese people as
well as foreign students.

From the start, | felt | like them very much because
they are kind, helpful, and reliable. Also, they help and
teach me the Japanese language. During that time, |
tried to go out with other friends, even though my
Japanese language is poor. And now Japanese
language is better than before. Similarly, | tried to eat
Japanese food. | have come to like it very much. | am
also adapting well to the Japanese language, food,
culture, and environment. All these, | can' t forget in my

T TS
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Wan Bunna (Cambodia)

life.

In Cambodia: | started my teaching job in 2000 at
Hun Sen Svay Chrum High School. | used to be the
leader of English language teaching group in high
school. Moreover, | would like to push some projects to
develop either school or school curriculum, held the
meetings to find ways for the effective methods on
teaching, too. For example, during 2006—2008, |
decided to help the volunteering American teacher,
who came to work in my school through Peace Corp. In
that time, we developed some plans such as Library
plan, world map painting plan, school curriculum, book
use. Also, we held meeting between English language
teaching groups with other groups in school. Totally,
we wanted to help to develop both curriculum and
school projects.

My plans in Japan: | would like to study Japanese
language until | can speak, write, and communicate in
Japanese language. -
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