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Program Outline

Muhammad Adnin Muhammad Adanan
International Student Centre, International Office, Kagawa University
14X545

As part of the ongoing academic student exchanges between University Brunei
Darussalam and Kagawa University, enrolled Brunei students are automatically placed
under such program. Students are placed under intensive Japanese Language course
as well as placed under certain classes in order to expose students to Japanese current
affairs, cultures, social as well as economic situation. The core feature of the program
1s the ‘Sanuki Program’, whereby students are given freedom of choices to decide on a
certain topic or issue and study it in detail in close relation to the student’s own major
field. It is the basis of Project Sanuki where students are to work independently under
supervision of an appointed supervisor. These program are to last only one academic
semester and by the end of the semester, students are to submit their research
outcome and findings.

There is also an extension to the Project Sanuki called ‘Discovering Kagawa
Program’, whereby for another academic semester the students are to take part
in various activities. These activities include local level community activities, in-
campus student led activities or some important institutional activities. There is
more emphasis on the idea of ‘giving back to the community’ all the while promoting
cultural exchanges. Therefore most of the activities requires the students to take part
in the interaction actively and give assistance wherever required. The students may
be needed to set-up some field equipment, prepare an event hall in preparation for a
meeting or may be even needed to give a presentation on the student home country

as necessary to promote cultural exchanges.



The Development of Olive Cultivation
in Shodoshima - Project Sanuki

Muhammad Adnin Muhammad Adanan

Introduction

The olive tree despite its foreign origins and a non-native plant to Japan especially
the warmer climate of Shodoshima, Kagawa, Japan, thrives exceptionally well if
properly attended. Now since the first days of its introduction in the early 20th
century, Shodoshima olive cultivation have had experienced the growth, decline and
now the renewed attention of farmers for its current market demands. Originally
olives was intended to be grown experimentally in three areas in Japan, namely,
Kagoshima in Kyushu, Mie in Central Japan and Shodoshima in Kagawa (Peneva,
2004). Out of the three only in Kagawa the olive trees did manage to mature safely
and ready to be properly harvested. Originally the olives was only intended to be
grown for medical purposes but over time it saw profits to be made economically.
Following the success since then had transformed Shodoshima in Kagawa to the one
of the leading research centres for olives in Japan. Shodoshima and Kagawa at one

point had adopted olives as the prefectural symbol.

Objectives
-To determine the factors that contribute the success of olive cultivation in Shodoshima.
-To determine the impacts of olive cultivation on the environment in Shodoshima

and the steps taken to mitigate or minimizes such impacts.

Methodology
-An interview to one researcher of Shozu Olive Research Centre in Shodoshima.

-Various article reviews

Contents

The success of olive cultivation after its introduction into Japan over a hundred
years ago is largely contributed to the almost identical climate of the Mediterranean
and Shodoshima which is located in Japan's Seto Inland Sea, an area slightly warmer
providing just the right conditions for the olives to thrives well in the area. Also the
Seto Inland Sea where Shodoshima is located is well protected from the open sea that
might have an effect on the surrounding temperatures of Shodoshima. Aside from
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Shodoshima, the original olive farms in Mie and Kagoshima was largely unsuccessful
due to typhoons and pests and in some other experimented areas, the olive trees did
not bear fruit at all even though it matures safely.

There are few types of olives successfully introduced into Shodoshima, this
includes, ‘Mission’ and ‘Lucca’ from the United States and ‘Manzanillo’ and ‘Nevadillo
Blanco' from Spain (Takeuchi and Shibata, 2012). There are also some other minors
variety from Greece and Italy. On Shodoshima the ‘Mission’ variety makes up of 70%
of all cultivated olives as dual-purpose cultivars, it is both for table olives and olive oils.

With the introduction of olives into the ecosystem of Shodoshima it has in turn attracted
a certain species of insect that are naturally attracted to olive trees. They are called the
‘Olive Weevil and at first their presence almost caused Shodoshima olive farms to go
extinct. They thrives in areas where olive trees are prevalent and attack plant leaves

while their larvae feeds on plant roots, they will cause an olive tree to be less productive.

Findings

Shodoshima farmers have the advantage of the Mediterranean-like climate of the
island to contribute to the success of farming olives on the island. Aside from that
normal farming techniques as such the application of lime to make the soil richer in
magnesium and calcium which is very essential for the trees to grow good leaves,
fertilizers for good growth and compost for warmer soils are the commonly used
methods to ensure the safe growth of the olive trees.

To control the problems with ‘Olive Weevils' biological solutions like birds are not
proven to be very effective. Naturally very few predator insects feed on the ‘Olive
Weevils' therefore this is not a very good solution, another solution to control the
problems caused by these insects would be to utilize pesticides in a controlled amount
such that it will not have an effect on the surrounding environment. Some farmers
even manually inspect their individual olive trees for signs of these harmful insect and
remove them as necessary.

Following the decline in olive cultivation some decades in the past, there is quite a
large number of abandoned piece of farmlands. After olives there was a brief transition of
Shodoshima farmers farming mandarin oranges. However after a few successful efforts in
order to revive olives, farmers turned back to olives. The once abandoned piece of land
are re-utilized properly and now since some farmers are also farming mandarins, there
is the need or more farm spaces. Therefore slopes are being transformed properly into
terraces. This helps to protect the slope and make it more stable reducing any dangerous
risks of soil erosion or degradation all the while it is being used as farmland.
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Discovering Kagawa Program

Muhammad Adnin Muhammad Adanan

Introduction

Discovering Kagawa Program which is also referred to as ‘Community Outreach
Programme’, is an extension of the previous Project Sanuki program. Basically
defined as a program to ‘give back’ to the community. It has a very wide range of
definitions that fits this activity. For example, giving help to student community,
or residential community or institutional community. Therefore the activities are
largely irregular and as to what type of activity being delivered to the community
1s different and most of the time not consistent depending on the audience. As such
student based community tends to be educational or at times required to assist some
lecturers as informal ‘Teaching Assistant’ but this is not very often. While others
such as residential community required hands-on participation and interaction with
the community members. The idea behind such program is to lend assistance to
community, even if it is a different than one grew up in, because in the process of
maturing into an adult, the community played a huge role in shaping an individual in
various ways. Following the same concept, the students are required to give the very
same assistance, though in different forms, to help the members of the community in

whatever ways possible all the while promoting cultural exchanges and understanding.

Takamatsu North Police Station International Cultural Exchange

The working community of Takamatsu North Police Station have requested
an intercultural exchange event. It mostly will focus on introducing Brunei to the
members of the institution who never had the chance to have such an experience. The
members requested basic introduction on Brunei, which involves Brunei's physical
size, population size and some basic information on Brunei's political and economic
standings.

The more detailed information are more casually expressed. Information that non-
Bruneian would find very interesting. Interesting facts such as Brunei citizens are
not subjected to taxes with the exception of a few. Compared to Japanese lifestyle
which have consumption tax imposed, in Brunei such things do not exist which makes
it interesting for Japanese to know. Also for Brunei citizens healthcare cost is very
cheap as the Brunei government aims to ease the burdens on its citizens. Patients
are only required to pay for the hospital or clinic services and this would include
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medicines if needed. It roughly costs 90 Japanese Yen per service, at exactly 1 Brunei
Dollar, Bruneians are well taken care of from healthcare perspective.

Bruneian everyday lifestyle is also an interesting point for non-Bruneians. Facts
such as that the public transportation system is not well developed. This is why
majority of Bruneians drive everywhere to their destination. Whether it is close
distance or far distance, driving by car is the mostly the choice. This is due to Brunei’
s hot and humid weather all year long, cycling or walking would be too much in the
Bruneian's weather. For drivers in Brunei, car gasoline are available at subsidized and
fixed prices which makes driving more preferable, people are much more comfortable
driving in their own personal car at their own speed. Gasoline prices for cars are much
cheaper than water prices is an unbelievable fact to most of the audiences. Compared
to Japanese market prices the gasoline is three times cheaper in Brunei. This is due
to the fact that Brunei is an oil and gas producing countries that also exports this
products.

On a more serious discussion, following the information that majority of Bruneians
drives. The police are curious on the traffic situation everyday including the accident
rates and fatality rates. Traffic conditions follows the same pattern as other countries
which is very congested at peak hours usually, morning, midday and hours after work,
this is regular. However compared to other countries and major cities like Singapore,
the situation is not that worse, traffic eases after an hour or two hours at maximum.

On the traffic accident issue, there has been an alarming increase on traffic
accidents involving cars and other vehicles like motorcycles or even pedestrian.
Mostly this is attributed to young and reckless drivers. Unlike Japan in Brunei there
1s no definition of small roads or highways, all roads have almost the same speed limit
of 100 kilometres per hour, this along with recklessness of young drivers have caused
many accidents that in some cases involves some fatalities. Bad weather is another
common cause of traffic accidents, again with reckless drivers, the accidents cause
more fatalities than others. Some police members enquired on any steps taken that
have been taken to reduce the accidents. By law none at most but local Bruneian
police have taken the initiatives to set-up speed-cameras to catch drivers who speeds
too much but this have received negative feedback from local drivers. This is because
sometimes aside from speed-cameras the police also carry out car to car inspection,
asking individual drivers to show their driving license or other necessary document
and this is time consuming and people need to get to their destination as quickly as
possible. Therefore this police activities are only carried out periodically over the
course of few months. In the long term it is not that effective at all.
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The most important issues was regarding Islamic religion, although the presentation
did not go into details on Islamic practices. With rising issues of radicalization and
terrorism, Japanese security firms have been on high alert. Therefore the international
exchanges serves to ease that tension, it talks basically that Islam purpose is peace
and not to cause trouble.

Over the course of the interaction, questions were asked and answered successfully.
By the end of the dialogue, the audience have a basic idea on Brunel society, economic
situation. Of course to the members of the police force they are more interested on
1ssues related to their everyday work like traffic safety and the community safety.
Therefore more time are spent discussing the similarity and differences between

Brunei and Japan.
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Sanuki Kagari Temari

Dk Hjh Nurul Diyana Pg Hj Mohammad
International Student Centre, International Office, Kagawa University
15X505

Introduction

In the smallest island of Japan, Shikoku is where Kagawa Prefecture is located. In
the middle of Edo period, Kagawa was known as Sanuki. This prefecture was famous
for the manufacturing of the “Sanuki Sanpaku” or the “Three Sanuki White” producing
three of Japan's main resources: sugar, salt and cotton. This is a result of Kagawa
having the most sunlight and least amount of rain than other prefectures.

In the 18" century, as cotton was one of the main
products, it was used to make Temari balls. The cotton is
dyed naturally without mixing with chemicals and without
any use of machines. For the natural colours, leaves, flowers

and even insects are used. The cotton string is difficult to

dye to get vibrant colours. It would take hours just to get
one shade of colours. These cottons strings are then weaved around the ball. Different
colours are used and various patterns and designs are made. The method of weaving
the cotton strings is known as “Kagari”. The overall technique or style is called the
Sanuki Kagari Temari.

Sanuki Kagari Temari became more and more famous as ’

the designs became more complex and even more beautiful
during at the end of Edo period especially to the women and
children. It can be found at almost everywhere at that time.
This technique is passed down from one generation to the
next, as it is part of the tradition and culture

Sanuki Kagari Temari is basically handballs designed
with coloured cotton strings sewed on around a ball made
of Japanese paper and rice husks, which are used as toys and recently as decorative
objects. What made it popular, are the complex patterns and the colourful strings

used. It was so popular that it became a part of Japanese culture.



History of Japanese Temari

Before there was Sanuki Kagari Temari, it started as “Kegari”, a traditional
Japanese football around the Heian period (10" Century) made from deerskin or
horse skin. It is quite different from Sanuki Kagari Temari. This idea came from China
around 6™ century in the Asuka period. Kegari was considered a sport played by the
emperors, other nobilities including the allies of monks and priests of Buddhism and
Shinto. It is a game where the ball is kicked around within a circle without letting it
hit the ground. (Deal, 2006)

During the Muromachi period around 14" century,
Temari balls are made by the women for the princesses
and nobilities to play indoors. They would roll them
on the floor and in some prefectures, a bell would be

put inside the Temari as they were playing it. These

Temari balls are made using silk threads into a sphere shape making geometric
designs and patterns. There was even a song when playing the Temari during the

Edo period. The formal name of the song was “Higo Temari” but known as “Where

are you from?”

HATHTZEZ S
Temari Ball Game Song
(Japanese)

Where Are You From?
Temari Ball Game Song
(English)

HATHEZ S
B S
B &z &
[N
REARLZ X
HATE
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MAaB-TE
Z N & Pl A
P TH o TE
HTE fwce
5T
ZNZARDOET
Faf bl E

Where are you from?
From Higo
Where in Higo?
From Kumamoto
Where in Kumamoto?
From Senba
In the mountains of Senba
There is a raccoon
It was shot with a gun by a hunter
Who cooked it
Then roasted it
And ate it,
With leaves from a tree
He covered it.

Video recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=icEfEBVMIdk#t=19

Audio recording: http://www.mamalisa.com/mp3/anta_gata_doko_sa.mp3




Throughout the centuries, Temari became more and more popular that by the Edo
period, around 17" century Temari became toys for the samurai class children. And in
18™ century, cotton was mass-produced and became affordable to the common people.
Temari was woven using cotton threads instead of silk making it a play toy for every
child who wished to play Temari.

During the Meiji period (18" - 19" century),
Temari was the most popular. Each region has
produced their own unique way of making the
Temari having their own signature method and

features in their Temari.

With modernization, balls came rubber and Sanuki Kagari Temari became less
popular and so is the designs and tradition. It was after the second World War and
the effects of the war that greatly affected the popularity of Temari and also, with the
introduction of modern plastic toys. Not only the decrease in popularity but also with
the dissolving of the tradition of passing down the techniques and methods of making

Temari.

Sanuki Kagari Temari

The making of Temari disappeared all around Japan after the Second World War
including Kagawa. As Temari was part of Japanese tradition some people set out to
find or revive the Temari. Others would try to recall back from the memories of the
elders and continue to pass down the Temari legacy.

In 1979, the name Sanuki Kagari Temari was established by some folk art
organization like Kurashiki Folk craft Museum and Matsumoto Folk craft Museum.

Among these people are, Kazuo Araki and his wife.



Kazuo Araki Yaeko Araki

In 1952, Kazuo Araki and his wife set out to do a research to bring back and
restore the craft of making Temari. From the memories of elder people it was difficult
to bring back the techniques to make the Temari. The design and the process of
making Sanuki Kagari Temari were finally understood 20 years later. It was found
that there was various ways to make Temari. For example, maki wari (winding) and
shishumari (embroidery), which was not really known in Kagawa. Specifically in the
Sanuki region, Temari was made by making stitches along an outline made on the
surface of the Temari. For the Sanuki Kagari Temari, its ‘trademark’ would be the
naturally dyed cotton threads to sew and using rice husk inside the Temari balls.

In 1982, the husband and wife established an organization called the Sanuki Kagari
Temari Preservation Association. Their aim is to spread and expand the tradition
and so in 1987 the Temari was recognized, as a traditional craft by Kagawa and the
association became the main producer of Sanuki Kagari Temari.

Currently, Eiko Araki, the daughter-in-law of '
Kazuo Araki became the successor of the Sanuki
Kagari Temari Preservation Association. She also

working to teach those who are interested and also

discovering ways to promote and expose the appeal
that is the Temari. While promoting their product, they also keep the originality and
the uniqueness of the Temari, as it is one of the Japanese traditional craft.

Other than the Sanuki Kagari Temari Preservation Association, other local people
are also making the Temari in their own free time continuing the legacy from the

mothers and grandmothers of a family as well as from the local community.
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Research

For my research about Sanuki Kagari Temari, I
conducted some interviews and I had the pleasure
of meeting with Eiko Araki of Sanuki Kagari
Temari Preservation Association at their office in

Takamatsu City, Kagawa. Eiko Araki inherited

the role of representative of the preservation
association putting new ideas of promoting and preserving Sanuki Kagari Temari.

I also had the opportunity to go to Sakaide City, Kagawa and Te
meet Mariko Sogawa, another Sanuki Kagari Temari enthusiast.
Together with her friends, Mariko Sogawa was conducting a
workshop for anyone who is interested. Along with the workshop,
a nice exhibition of Sanuki Kagari Temari was displayed. Different

shapes and designs of Sanuki Kagari Temari can be seen at the

exhibition.

For the interview, I've prepared some questions and here are the set of questions:

About Sanuki Kagari Temari
1) What is Sanuki Kagari Temari?
2) What is it made of? Core part and outer part.
3) The materials to make the Temari balls, are they

common in Kagawa? Is there anything special

about these materials?
4) Are the materials used in the past still the same as the ones used now?
5) If no, how are they different?

History of Sanuki Kagari Temari
6) What is the history of the Sanuki Kagari Temari?
» When did it start?
» Where did the influence come from?
» What is it used for? (In the past and presently)
7) Are there any games that uses Temari ball in the past?
8) If yes, what are the names?
9) How did Sanuki Kagari Temari become popular?
10) What makes these Temari balls so unique and famous?

11



11) What are the other usages of Sanuki Kagari Temari other than as toys?

12) Is it true that there were some songs written about Sanuki Kagari Temari?

Designs
13) How many types or categories of designs are there?
14) What is the difference between each design? (Thread/
technique in sewing/difference in type or shape of core)
15) Are they all traditional designs or are there any new and

modern ones?

16) Is there any stories or meanings behind each design?

Workshop? Efforts done in continuing the legacy
17) Are there any workshop being held?
18) How often was it held?
19) Who would come or be interested and how many people would attend?
20) How long would it take to be an expert or be able to easily weave the Temari
balls?
21) Other than workshop, is there anything else like selling or an exhibition?

Maybe among other collections.

Present popularity
22) Is Sanuki Kagari Temari still popular?
23) How different was the popularity back then and now?
24) Has modern plastic toys and gadgets affected the existence of Sanuki Kagari
Temari?
25) If yes, how did it affect the Temari balls?

Interviewee’s point of view (Hopes & Wishes)
26) What does Sanuki Kagari Temari means to you?
27) Do you agree that Sanuki Kagari Temari is part of Japanese Culture or
Tradition especially in Kagawa Prefecture? Why?
28) Is Sanuki Kagari Temari qualifies or counts
as one of the traditional toys of Japan?
29) Do you think that Japanese people especially

the young people are more aware of the

existence of Sanuki Kagari Temari?
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30) What do you hope for or what would like to see in the future about these

Temari balls?

Designs

Throughout my research, I have learned that there are many style of making
Temari but Sanuki Kagari Temari is the base or starting design and technique to
make any Temari since before the Meiji period. It was said that there were only 20
known variety of designs but now more ideas came about so more designs are being
made. Although Sanuki Kagari Temari is a technique made a long time ago but
anyone can make it.

During both interviews, they revealed that these Temari also have meanings
within their design for example some represent family crest, ‘Mitsubishi’ (3 diamonds)
pattern and some brings good wishes with the ‘Asanoha’ (hemp of leaves) pattern
which means to bring good fortune and prevention from diseases. Also, most famous

designs are using the inspirations from a chrysanthemum flower.

e

LB
Mitsubishi Asanoha Chrysanthemum

For Mariko Sogawa, part of her creative ways to make use of Sanuki Kagari
Temari aside from decorative objects she makes the Temari as accessories such as
necklaces and hair accessories. Even during the interview she was wearing a Temari
necklace, which was very pretty. She said there are many ladies who are interested
and are using the Temari accessories.

On the other hand, Eiko Araki has other ideas for the Sanuki Kagari Temari. For
example, she put magnets in the Temari with the rice husks. So when the Temari is
made you can make any creative shapes. Also, scents can be also added to the Temari
having like a ‘potpourri’ kind of idea. It can be another usage as decorative objects.

For modern designs, Eiko Araki and her group uses modern art as their inspiration.
For example, they were using a painting from an artist, Paul Klee for their design. It

1s a way to make contemporary and modern designs.
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It takes years and years to master the technique
of making Sanuki Kagari Temari. A lot of patience is
needed to complete an almost complex design. One

of the longest duration was about 30 hours, bearing

in mind that was time taken for a professional.

Preservation

— T

Continuing the legacy and tradition, some workshops
and exhibitions are being held. The workshops are open
for those who are interested. At the Sanuki Kagari Temari
Preservation Association, as many as 100 people would be
interested in their workshop and they will come once a month or during their free
time after work. Most of them are making Sanuki Kagari Temari as their hobby. They
will come to share and enjoy the culture of making Sanuki Kagari Temari.

As for Mariko Sogawa and her friends, most of them are
housewives and they will get together for example during the

weekends and hold workshops for those who are interested

including some international people. They would use a hall
once a month or the workshop. They even used an old traditional and renovate
them and use it to get together to make Temari. They would use the house to show
Japanese tradition and at the same time exhibit some traditional handicrafts.

o

Workshops are also being held for elementary school children.

Children as young as 7 years old have participated for the workshop.
Although, they are young but their ideas and creativities are just
“d as beautiful as an adult’s work. Overall, there are more than 500
people in Kagawa who knows how to make Sanuki Kagari Temari. And the number
of people is increasing each year.

Also, exhibitions are held all round Japan especially in Kagawa and Tokyo. These
exhibitions are to promote awareness of the traditional techniques and also to show
the development of Sanuki Kagari Temari as time progress. With this, there are also

exhibition around the world, which includes an exhibition in Paris, France.

Conclusion

Sanuki Kagari Temari is part of Japanese traditional art craft. It is very important
to keep this tradition alive. It was once lost and have been revived. Sanuki Kagari
Temari is very unique as it uses all natural ingredients. Some are even intrigued by
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the uses of natural product. In a way, Sanuki Kagari Temari foster the importance of
nature and tradition.

My friends and I had the opportunity to attend a workshop. It was very enjoyable
and the people were very friendly and welcoming. Not only that we had fun making
the Temari but we also share our stories and experience about Japan. Most of them
also share their fondness of making Sanuki Kagari Temari. I was very much inspired
and admire their passion in making Temari.

During this research also, I was very glad to have chosen this topic. At first, Sanuki
Kagari Temari is just a pretty ball but now there is a whole new meaning to it. The
history, the natural ingredients and also culture and tradition behind it are really

amazing.
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Aji Stone

Nur Atigah binti Alias
International Student Center, International Office, Kagawa University
15x504

INTRODUCTION

Around 80 million years ago, in the late Cretaceous period of the Mesozoic Era,
the hardening and crystallizing of the 800-degree magma occurred and had cooled
beneath the earth for tens of thousands of years (Katsuko Yui, 2012 p.1). The cool-
ing and solidification of the magma formed igneous rock and is now recognised as a
high quality stone material in Japan known as Aji stone. The fact that Aji stone was
formed during the Mesozoic Era, also known as the Age of Reptiles, it is considered as
new granite from a geological point of view.

The stone were produced at the foot of Mount Gokenzan (Five Swords Mountain)
situated on the southern part of the town, Mure town and Aji town. It can only be
found in Kagawa Prefecture. There are four quarries which have deposits of Aji stone,
and since ancient times, Oochoba is where the finest Aji stone has been quarried.
Even now, the highest quality of Aji stone is still sleeping at Treasure House “Cho-
ba”. It is the only place that supplies the original Aji stone. There are still sufficient

amount of Aji stone as only one-quarter of the stone has been used.
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Figure 1. Mount Gokenzan, quarrying site of Aji stone.

THE HISTORY

It was about 1200 years ago during the Heian period (794 — 1185) that Aji stone’s
value has been recognized and was first used. Aji stone is amongst the materials used
in some of the major and widely known historical architectures which are still stand-
ing firmly and can be seen today in Japan. Such historic buildings are The Iwashimizu
Hachiman Shrine, Takamatsu Castle and Osaka Castle.

The Iwashimizu Hachiman Shrine or also known as Iwashimizu Hachimangu, is a
very famous shrine located in the city of Yawata, Kyoto. During Azuchi Momoyama
period (1574 - 1603), the shrine was rebuilt with the use of Aji stone. In early Edo pe-
riod (1603- 1868), this hard granite stone was also used in the reconstruction of Taka-
matsu Castle and Osaka Castle. It was between the Taisho era (1912 - 1926), during
the World War I to Showa era (1926 - 1989) that the stone became popular nation-
wide. The stone materials are also used in Torii and Komainu, often called lion-dogs

that are usually displayed at the entrance of the Japanese shrines.

FEATURES OF AJI STONE

The cooling rate of the magma was short, but due to the prolonged solidification of
the magma the stone hardened even more. Although this made the Aji stone difficult
to cut, but the harder it became, the more it can be used to make quality products.

Prominence for its hardness, finely texture and scarcity, it is valued as the most
expensive granites in the world. This high quality stone is also known as “diamond
granite” due to its rarity and special qualities. One could say it is one of the finest jew-
els in the world. Compared to a real diamond, Aji stone is much softer due to the soft
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constituent minerals such as the biotite, feldspar and quartz found in the stone. The

hardness of the stone corresponds to the hardness of crystal (Mohs hardness : 7).

Mohs Scale of Hardness

Talc
Gypsum
Calcite
Fluorite
Apatite
Orthoclase
Quartz
Topaz
Corundum
Diamor

Quartz

SOV A WN —

Figure 2. Source: © Izm Studio, LLC.

The dark red or brown hue formed on stones is usually due to the high concentra-
tion of iron contain in the stone. But amazingly, Aji stone usually does not tarnish and
the colour will not alter even after 200 years. This is because Aji stone contains less
iron that aids in the conservation of its colour and reduces the likelihood of rust form-
ing.

Out of many types of granite, Aji Stone is especially resistant to chemical changes
and weathering. Even if it is exposed to acid rain, it does not easily corrode and almost
never suffers from visible damages. In addition to that, water does not penetrate easily
through Aji stone. This is due to the elaborate bonding of the crystals which exist in
the stone. Therefore, only low amount of water is absorbed into the stone, minimizing
the rate of decay. These are also the reason why Aji stone is able to survive and still
looks new for more than a thousand years. It never loses its luster. According to the
Board of Education at Aji Town 40 years ago, there was a gravestone that was built
at Tsuyama city in Okayama 500 years ago and the engraved words on the grave-
stone are still clear enough to be read.

Granite 1s classified into three grains, fine, medium and rough. To be more precise,
Aji stone is a fine grained biotite granite. The texture of Aji stone is different from
other granites that are usually coarse-grained as stated by Professor Hasegawa dur-
ing my interview with him in 2015. Aji stone patterns are divided into komame (very
fine), chukomame (medium fine) and chume (medium). The highest quality usually
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has mild blue colour. The spots are more condense and close to each other compared
to lower quality stone that looks less darker as the spots are not packed among them-

selves. The quality of the stone depends on the place and depth of the mountain.

Figure 4. Mixture of different quality of Aji stone.
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Figure 5. Labeled image of Aji granite.

THE MAKING OF AJI STONE PRODUCTS.

Long time ago professionals made the products of Aji stone using hands from dig-
ging to engraving the stone. This significantly evolved their wisdom and skills of dig-
ging and quarrying. Their skill matured to the point that their level of skill almost
matched with the modern technology.

At the present time, 300,000 tons of the stone are extracted to make Aji stone prod-
ucts per year. Lanterns, tombstones and other sculptures only account for 1 percent
that is only about 3,000 tons of stone. The remaining stone is mainly used for the con-
struction of wall, buildings, gardens stones, ornamental stones and foundation stones.
When compared to the amount of other stones quarried, the Aji stone is only used in
small quantity to manufacture products. The presence of massive and conspicuous fis-
sures and cracks in the bedrocks attributes to the small number of Aji productions.
These defects make it difficult to mine huge stones. Thus, a lot of time and effort
needed to be invested when searching for faultless Aji stones.

The numbers of defects are considerably high in the material of the fine grade
stone. Normally, the stones are mined in small sizes rather than in large individual
stone. On the other hand, the bedrocks at the area where the medium grade Aji stone
is quarried have relatively few breakages and fissures. Therefore, it is easier to exca-

vate large stones.
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To avoid breaking other stones around the moun-
tain, gunpowder is used as well as feathers and wedg-
es. Holes are hammered along a line and iron feathers
are inserted. The iron wedges are driven between
them splitting the rock along the line. The stone is cut

further into smaller sizes according to what the dealer

wants.

Figure 6. Stone breaking

Figure 8. The cut stone is carried to the factory from the Mountain.

After cutting the stone, it is carried to the factory. The stone is then carved into
a specific shape and designed by using machine and also hands. Though the stone is

hard, it can be curved with fine detalils.
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Figure 9. Machines used in the factory to cut Aji stone.

The stone is then polished until the surface becomes smooth. The stone needs to
be polished longer, for the glossy appearance to emerge, revealing the dark and light
spots. The pink highlighter is applied on the surface of the stone when being polished.
The disappearance of the pink highlighter during polishing indicates that the surface
is already smooth and no further polishing needed. Automatic polishing stone, polish-
er, sanders and whetstone such as diamond whetstone are used for this process. The
next step is craving the stone. Usually the craving is done using hands skill of the pro-

fessional.

u o1
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Figure 10. Polishing process. Pink highlighter applied on the stone’s surface.
During manufacturing stages, defaults on the stone that were not noticeable before

start to become visible such as the impurities of the minerals and scars shown in Fig-
ure 11 and 12.

22



Impurities

Impurities

Figure 12. Scar on Aji stone.

With the existence of these defaults, the stone will not undergo further processes
because these stone cannot be used. Normally, if scars and impurities are found on the
stone, the processes will be repeated until no default images can be seen on the stone.

The accuracy of processing the stone is very high and it has to be precise. Many
professionals are involved in the making of the Aji stone products. The workers need
to have good eyes and high skill quality in handling the stone. For every steps of each

process, the condition of the stone will be checked for any defaults or uneven colour.

HOW DO PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT AJI STONE

Most of the people who know Aji stone have family business in stone industry and
they grew up among stone. Some know because they live in the Kagawa prefecture
and they recognise the local stones.

However, not many youth and also older generation living in Japan know the exis-
tence of Aji stone nor interested to know about Aji stone. Initially, young generations
were not familiar with Aji stone because 90 percent of the stone is used for grave-
stones. Fortunately, nowadays the local people gradually started to familiarise with Aji
stone from a festival called the “Road of Stone Light” which started 11 years ago and
other events that promote Aji stone according to the Okubo Enterprise., Ltd.
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STONE EVENTS THAT HELP IN PROMOTING AJI STONE
STONE FAIR 2015
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Figure 13. Sculptures of Aji stone showcased during the Stone Fair.

The Stone Fair is an annual event that showcases not only tombstones of human
beings and animals but also modern interior accessories for house especially kitchen,
and other highly graved stone sculptures and lanterns made of stones. This year was
the 45th Stone Fair held at the Sun Messe, Kagawa's large exhibition hall. The Stone

Fair offered a bus ride to the Mount Gokenzan for a close view on the Aji stone site.

STONE LANTERN ROAD

During summer, there will be an event called the Ishi Akari’ or ‘Stone Lantern’
Road. Stone lanterns will be displayed in front of houses in certain area in Mure town
near Yashima. Just like Aji town, Mure town is also famous as the town of stone. At
night, the street of village will be lighted up by many lanterns that are originally de-
signed by different family and local stone company. The lanterns are displayed about

1 km long along the street, from south of Yakuri Kotoden Station to the old Aji road.

PRODUCTS AND THE USES OF AJlI STONE

Primarily Aji stone was used as gravestones due to its remarkable solidity. In fact,
it is one of the major productions of Aji stone. Since most of the tombstones are built
vertically upwards, it can be used as an earthquake marker. When there is an earth-
quake in a specific area, the tombstone will break, which indicates that there is an
earthquake. Aside from tombstone, cauldron used for the 1964 Tokyo Olympics is one
of the most famous items made of Aji stone followed by Dogo Onsen bath tubs. Stone
garden lantern is also typical product, but companies that focused on producing the

lanterns no longer exist due to the rise of Chinese products.
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PRODUCTS OF Okubo Enterprise., Ltd

Okubo Enterprise is the only stone company that deals with only Aji stone. Now,
the Okubo Enterprise is diversifying the uses of Aji stone in electronic products and
electronic accessories with modern touches. They are very specific when it comes to

handling and manufacturing the stone products. Thus, they are very confident with

their finished products.

2= e -

Figure 29. Headphone holder (left) and, Hybrid Desktop Amp and S2 Desktop speak-
er (right).

Figure 30. AZiS Products. Phone stand (left), pen stand (right).
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Figure 31. AZiS products. Android stand or iPad stand (left) and watch stand (right).

The AZiS products are the fusion of Aji stone with different materials such as
wood and metal. There are two series of AZiS products, the AZiSound of AZiStand
and the stationary line. The stationary line products consists of android stand, phone
stand, pen stand, tape stand, key stand, memo stand, USB stand and the list goes on.
Not only are they functional but also the exquisite looks are something to admire at.
There are also electronic products such as the S1 Desktop Audio, muSa one Silent PC
Music Streamer, Sele Headphone converter and the CUE360 Omnidirectional Speaker

which receive or send radio waves equally in all directions.

Figure 32. A stone light, “Ishiakari”.

This stone light has brought the use of Aji stone to another level. Amazingly, this

DNA-like structure is flexible enough to move like a spring-like motion.

27



Figure 33. Aji Goma. A model of Koma made from Aji stone.

Koma is a Japanese traditional game that is usually made from wood. The surface

of the Aji Goma is polished which brings out the glossy appearance.

Figure 34. 3D cube made of different quality of Aji stones.

The different colour tones of Aji stone give the 3D illusion of a cube. The darker

colour tone is the high quality stone and vice versa.
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AJI GLASS

.

Figure 35. Aji Glass (Sanuki Glass) available for purchase at the Takamatsu City

shopping arcade.

Aji glass is the work of a glass craftsperson, Ms. Rie Sugiyama. She uses Aji stone
in her glasswork with the intention to make glass products by using materials that
can only be found in Kagawa. The mineral of the Aji stone gives the blueness colour
that portrays the Seto Inland Sea. The colour of the glass reminds her of the Seto In-
land Sea of her homeland, Kagawa Prefecture.

Through her glasswork, she tries to express the gentle, warm and calm atmosphere
of the Seto Inland Sea with the hope that the people who see her glass will be able
to picture the Seto Inland Sea in their mind and bring them to Kagawa someday. Ms.
Sugiyama's work is displayed at the Rie Glass Garden in Takamatsu City. With her
own hands, she made each piece of the glass displayed on the 1st floor of the Rie Glass

Garden.

TASTE OF AJI STONE (AJI ISHI NO AJl).

A movie about Aji Stone was made recently in 2012. The word “Kizuna” was used
in this movie referring to relation and bond, especially involving the heart, between
the stone masonries and the customers of Aji stone and also with the future genera-
tions.

Around 500 people worked in the movie, including the local people and Aji stone
masonries. At the beginning, these stonemasonries are rivals. But, the fact that they
have the same purposes, devotions and sentiment towards Aji stone, they gradually
formed a strong bondage between one another throughout the process of making this
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movie.
Everyone who works under stone industry was touched by the deep message and

story lines delivered in the movie.

BUSINESS

Aji stone products are considered luxurious in the stone and modern interior de-
sign industries. But due to its expensive price, most people couldn’t afford to buy Aji
stone brand productions. Cheaper with good quality is more preferable. The number
of Aji stone products sold, especially that of tombstones, is decreasing nowadays. Un-
less the number of companies and sales increases, it is difficult to maintain this mar-
ket. In addition to that, it is quite difficult to run a business company that only deal
with or depends on Aji stone.

The price range of Aji products usually depends on the quality of the stone. The
high quality is definitely much more expensive than the low quality. Even though the
high quality products are small in sizes, the prices sometimes overtake the prices of
larger products that used low quality Aji stone.

Aji stone business should be open to overseas markets At least the business can
start from the nearest countries and gradually spreads to other parts of the world.
Different countries would probably have different uses of the stones. For example,
Muslim countries may use the stone as major materials to built mosque and name the
mosque Ajl mosque.

Now, Aji stone market is not yet globalized despite Kagawa being one of Japan's
leading prefectures in stone material productions and shipment. Perhaps, it is expen-
sive to be accepted by overseas countries or the existence is not well known. Even so,
small articles created by AJI PROJECT were ordered by Canada and they are plan-
ning to export Aji stone products to Canada according to Okubo Enterprise.Ltd.

If the export of Aji stone and the expansion of the business line and networks are
successful, this success will be a gold mine for the stone industry and Kagawa. With
this opportunity, Kagawa can improve their development on the village, city and edu-
cation, and probably make the place a tourist friendly spot. Not only do these provide
occupational vacancies to future graduated students but also these could be a major

contribution in improving the country’s economy.
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Muhammad Ali Nuurul Saffuan Bin Muhammad Ali
International Student Center, International Office, Kagawa University
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Introduction

In January 2008, 169th Session of the Diet Policy speech, the international
movement of foreign student to Japan is highlighted to be important by the Former
Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda. (“The 300000 Foreign Student Plan,” 2010). From
this Policy speech, the ‘300000 Foreign Student Plan”™ was introduced with a base
objective to make Japan more accessible and to broaden its relations with other
countries. In 2013 Prime Minister Abe emphasizes the provisions to compete globally
by opening Japan to other countries as his Growth Strategy for Japan. (“Speech on
Growth Strategy,”2013). As Japan starts to increase the number of international
student regardless of their race and religion, it has become a challenge not only to the
Universities to attend to the international student’s needs, but also to the international
students themselves as their lifestyle and culture are not familiar to the host country.

Kagawa University has also participated in this era of internalizing where the
prefecture begins to embrace more international people. International students from
both developing and developed countries have taken this opportunity to pursue better
education in Kagawa, Japan. Islam countries such as Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia and
Indonesia also grabbed this opportunity. The way of life of Muslims may be unfamiliar
to Japan and it might be a challenge to the country and the international students.
Muslim students generally would prefer to study in places that are compatible with
their religion. Before a Muslim student decides to study in Japan, it often comes to
questions like “Is Japan hard for Muslim?”, “What have the University done for the
Muslim students?”, “Can a Muslim enjoy the experience that is shared by Kagawa's
welcoming local people and its beautiful tourist attraction while living their way as a
Muslim at the same time?”. Kagawa is synchronizing at a good phase with the uprise
of international Muslim students. The two objective of this report is to investigate
the knowledge of the Kagawa University people about Islam and to study the Muslim
students’ way of life in Kagawa Prefecture especially regarding Food, performing

Prayers and Fasting.
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Questionnaires and Findings

For further investigation, a survey has been made to get the most informative
outcome for this report. The research is done through questionnaires answered
by both Muslim and Non Muslim, Japanese students, professors and University
administrative staff of Kagawa University. For Non Muslim questionnaires, there are
total of 40 respondents; 20 students, 10 professors and 10 from the administrative
office. In the questionnaires, there are three group of questions, the first group of
questions was to test their familiarity with Islamic terms like Muslim, Mosque, the
second group of questions was to test their knowledge about Muslim food and the
third group of questions was about Muslim activities including prayers and wearing
Hijab. For every Islamic term that is familiar to them and for questions that are
answered correctly, 1 mark will be given. After finishing their survey, an answer
sheet was also provided to the respondents.

The figure below shows the average score collected by students, professor and

administrative staff respectively according to the question’s group.

Average Score

I Students Professor = Administration

67% 67%
63%

Question 1 Question 2 Question 3

From figure 1, it can be concluded that in overall total average score for Non Muslim’s
knowledge about Muslim in Kagawa University is about 53%. One of the factor that help
them having the information about Islam is their exposure to the Muslim community
especially in their daily activities that involve Muslim students such as teaching for
professor, managing for administration and being a classmate or friend for the students.
For example in agriculture faculty, they have received many Muslim student from
Bangladesh, so everyday the professors have the opportunity to know more about
Muslim as they are interacting with each other in their daily university’'s days.
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Questionnaires for Muslims were distributed to a total of 15 Muslim students from
Kagawa University. The questions are basically about their difficulties (Easy, Neutral

and Hard) in performing their religious activities. Below are the findings.

Muslim Responds
= Easy Hard ' Neutral

57%

50% 50% 50%

4304 i

27%

29%

g 23% B > 10/ "

7% 7%

Performing prayers Fasting during Getting Halal Food Performing Ablution
Ramadhan ( Wudhu)

Figure 2 suggests that the overall total average of Muslim’s difficulties in
performing their religious activity by category are 41.25% Easy, 22.75% Neutral, and
36% Hard. Factors that affected their responses were the place they study, work
or live and also especially the number of Muslims around them. Places with many
Muslims tend to provide easier lifestyle, as there are increasing facilities for them.
Again as an example, in the agriculture faculty, since there are a big number of
Muslim student in the faculty, the place for performing Ablution is provided outside

the building and also a place for performing prayer is also provided.

Food availability

“Halal” is a term used for Food and Drinks that are consumable for a Muslim.
“Haram” on the other hand is used for food and Drinks that are forbid for them. Most
food are basically Halal especially seafood like fish, prawns and vegetables. However in
group of meat, there are categories of meat that Muslim cannot eat without a proper
slaughtering done by a Muslim man which are Chicken, Sheep and Cow. The proper
slaughtering of these animals usually labeled with an Arabic Halal sign on their packet
or cover. Other than that, pork or anything from pig such as their milk or fats are not
edible even though a proper slaughtering had been done. Muslims are also forbid to
consume alcohol or wine, which is a contrast to Japanese culture. Pork, alcohol and
wine are “Haram” for a Muslim, where even a little mix of these Haram substances is
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prohibited. For Chicken, Sheep and Cow Meat, it is compulsory for it to be properly
slaughtered by a Muslim.

In Kagawa, about 43% of the Muslim’'s survey mentioned that it is hard to get
Halal food, searching for Halal food can be difficult sometimes especially in search for
meat. Even so, it is not that it is impossible to obtain as there are certain shops that
provide them. As recommended by Muslims in Kagawa, most of them mentioned that
Halal Meat or products can be bought through some supermarkets such as A-Price,
Gyomu Supa, Jupiter and also through online websites like Baticrom which also have
all halal product available in their shop. Restaurant that have Halal food in their menu
are Chisiti, Thali Spice, Ramjam, which serve Indian and Nepali Cuisine. In the case
of Udon, the famous food in Kagawa prefecture; Muslims can also eat udon because
there are choices of fish Udon and vegetarian Udon in most shops in Kagawa. Also
requesting non-meat udon is favorable in any shops.

Other than that, it is easy to find seafood including fish, prawn and something,
and vegetables since most supermarkets like Marunaka have plenty of seafood and
vegetables. As Kagawa prefecture also involve in major cultivation in Fisheries
industry in Japan, Seafood restaurant are mostly available (“Fisheries industry”n.d).
The availability of Halal food is increasing in Kagawa prefecture, the survey has noted
that halal food will be available in the cafeteria of Kagawa University in Agriculture

faculty, which is also planned to be available at the other faculties.

Performing Prayers

For prayers, it is compulsory for Muslim to perform five prayers per day at five
different time limit; the five compulsory prayers are Fajr (Dawn Prayer), Dzhur
(Noon Prayer), Asr (Mid Afternoon prayer), Maghrib (Sunset Prayer) and Isha
(Night Prayer). The prayer times for Kagawa prefecture can be checked daily from
the website like Islamic finder. Before performing prayers, Muslim needs to perform
Wudhu (Ablution), a simple cleaning of their face and some part of the body with
water. Most respondents in the survey mentioned that it is difficult to perform
ablution especially in the washroom.

The reason is that in one part of the ablution, a Muslim need to wash their feet and
some of the Muslims are insecure to wash their feet on the sink since they thought
that most Japanese people will find it weird or disrespectful. This insecurity causes
difficulties for a Muslim to perform ablution in the washroom. However, in Agriculture
faculty of Kagawa University, there a specific place prepared for performing ablution
outside a building in the faculty. Also for performing prayers, 23% Muslim responded
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that it is hard to perform prayers, 50% responded Neutral and 27% responded Easy.
Both Performing ablution and prayers are said to be difficult especially when they are
not at home.

Conversely, for performing prayers while in the university, Muslim students are
able to perform prayers at the International student room, which are provided to
facilitate international students. This has been done by the faculty of medicine and
faculty of agriculture which they have used their international student room to
become a room to perform prayer for the Muslim. There are no mosques available
in Kagawa prefecture, however Kagawa Islamic Research Center lead by Muslim
professor of Kagawa University are trying to collect sufficient funds to build a mosque
in Kagawa prefecture. (“Kagawa Islamic Research Center,” 2015). There are mosques
from the neighboring prefecture such as Tokushima, Kobe and Osaka. During holiday
or weekends, Muslims in Kagawa usually travel to these prefectures to visit the

mosque while having their vacation.

Fasting in Ramadhan

Ramadhan is one of the months in the Islamic calendar. Muslim has two moon
sighting sessions for this special month. The first session is in the 29" of Syaban (the
month before Ramadhan) to decide the first day of Ramadhan and the Second session
during the 29™ day of Ramadhan, to decide the end of Ramadhan. If the moon is
sighted, it means that Muslim will start their fasting or end their fasting the next day
according to the respective sessions. However, if the moon is not sighted, the start of
Ramadhan or its end a day after the moon sighting.

In Ramadhan, Muslim will not eat or drink from Fajr (Dawn Prayer) until Maghrib
(Sunset prayer). The eating before fasting is called Sahur or Sehri and after fasting, it’
s called Iftar. Fasting can be hard or easy depending on each individual's preparation
especially during Iftar, as from the questionnaires the number of respondent regarding
fasting are 50% easy, 21% hard and 29% neutral. The seasons at which Ramadhan
occurred is the main factor of their responses, for example when Ramadhan is in
a hot summer, it will be a little hard than any other seasons. During the night of
Ramadhan, Muslims usually perform a special group prayer, which usually conducted
in a mosque. In Kagawa, these prayers are usually performed in one of Muslim’s home.
Kagawa Islamic Research Center actively hosting group Iftar in Kagawa University
Faculty of Agriculture for every Saturday and Sunday in Ramadhan, followed by a
group Maghrib (Sunset prayer). (“Breaking Fast/ Iftar”, 2015). The information of
the Muslim gathering usually being informed through friends or in Facebook group
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“Kagawa Islamic Research Center”.

The month after Ramadhan is called Syawal. In Syawal, Muslim will have a
celebration called Eid ul Fitr. During this time, Muslims are recommended to visit
their relatives, friends and seek forgiveness to each other. During the early morning
of the first day of Syawal, there is a special group prayer, usually are done before the
Muslim do their visits. These prayer also can be done in Kagawa University Faculty
of Agriculture which usually they gather after the prayer finishes.

Basically fasting can challenging during the first few days, but it will get easier
each day and Eid ul Fitr in Japan is different as we can meet other Muslim people

from different countries and celebrating it with them.

Conclusion

In conclusion, by the survey score, basically it shows that Kagawa University
have a fine knowledge about Islam and it is developing well in a good phase, which
will become better as they are becoming more exposed to Islam. Muslim students
in Kagawa Prefecture are surely able to live their life as a Muslim. The increasing
availability of Halal Food and the effort of building a mosque are evidence that actions
have been taken to make Muslim's life better. In future prospects, when the number of
Muslim students coming to Kagawa University is increasing, it will specify a distinct
reason to provide more improved accommodation for the Muslim. The same effect
applies to Kagawa prefecture itself as more Muslim coming to the prefecture. Such
hope is not impossible since Tokyo already have a Muslim street where halal food or
restaurants and place to pray are available at the street. (“Islam Street’ in Shinjuku a

microcosm of Muslim life in Japan”, 2015).
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Domingo Vladimir De la Cruz

KIva 75955430V F5 202 (759 F)

11

I'm from the Dominican Republic.

I went to Japan and entered Kagawa University in 2004.

I have been a fan of the Japanese culture for many years and this was my first
time to travel to Japan. The first days were really tough, because I didn't speak any
Japanese and the way of living was totally different to my country; I didn't even know

how to use the “ohashi”.

Fortunately, immediate after my arrival I started a 6-months Intensive Japanese

Course that not only covered the language but also Japanese culture and costumes.

After this course, I officially started as Research Student of the Faculty of
Economics until 2006. Then, from 2006 to 2008 I was in the graduate school and got

my Master degree in Economics.

As part of my university life, I also was member of the Kendo Club. Kendo is one

of my passions since I was in my country and still practice it today, 17 years in total.

Even though Kagawa is a quiet place, I had a very active life there; I met a lot of

people and did a lot of “udon meguri”.

After my graduation in 2008, I moved to Tokyo to work for a business consulting
firm.
Then on 2011 I was transferred to the European subsidiary in Luxembourg where

I currently live.
My best memories from Japan are from the time I lived in Kagawa. I was able to

explore and feel the Japanese culture and it was an unforgettable experience. I'm very

grateful for it.
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An opportunity that turned into a blessing

IRINE CABALLERO-MAHINAY

The one and half year stay in Kagawa University was indeed a success! It made
my teaching career a promising and inspiring.

The Japanese Language Class that I had taken for six months from the
International Student Center made my stay in Japan an enjoyable and memorable one.
It was a great privileged to learn the language with the very supportive and humble
professors. It amazed me that after six months, I can understand simple conversations
and read simple sentences in katakana and hiragana. I owe it from the people behind
my Japanese Class namely; Prof. Lrong Lim, Prof. Toru Takamizu, Prof. Mika Shioj,
Prof. Ohnoro, Prof Michiko Wada and the staffs of International Student Center of
Kagawa University.

The Training Program for one year in Teaching High School Physics from the
Department of Science, Faculty of Education, Kagawa University was a great
opportunity for me to be trained in teaching High School Physics. The lectures of Prof.
Naoshi Takahashi on the different principles of Physics enabled me to be equipped
with the much needed facts in order for me to understand better the theories behind
every Physics lesson. I enjoyed the making of different laboratory materials that were
necessary in teaching. And I can't forget the warm smiles on his face every time we’
ve met in the lobby.

Prof. Makoto Isoda was very persistent, the time spent for me in the lecture room
was great. He taught me Physics principles and its applications in the real world. The
laboratory experiment that supports lecture classes was an empowerment on my part.
He guided me well on my training that even small things that I asked or requested
were given to me without hesitations. All the things that I need on the completion of
my final report were provided. And I do really appreciate that he always asked me if
there were any problems in my stay in Japan.

The certificate that was given to me as a proof of the completion of my training
led me to my promotion. I was promoted to Teacher - III last October 2, 2011. After
finishing my Master’s Degree last April 7, 2013, again I was given an opportunity to
become a Head Teacher-III last December 2, 2013 and assigned as School Head of John
Martin Johnson National High School quite far place from my home but I enjoyed the
challenge. At present, I was again reassigned to a bigger school- the Don Marcelino
National High School, as School Head.
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I can’t forget the time that I stayed in Kagawa University, all the places that I
visited helped me to understand better the people of Japan and its culture. All these
things were opportunities that turned into a blessing. To all of you, it was with a great

pride and honor to be a part of Kagawa University!

Doumo arigatou gozaimasu.

This picture was taken during the visit of Usec. Carol M. Yorobe, DOST-
Undersecretary for Regional Operations (front row with Green polo shirt). Turn
- over ceremony of Pottery Equipments for John Martin Johnson National High

School, North lamidan, Don Marcelino, Davao del Sur, Philippines
(RIFIE2 S 3F/HHBARN)
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LIVING AND STUDYING IN KAGAWA

EDGAR SANDRO CALSIN QUISPE
IFA—HrbrFa anvyy FARXR
PUNO - PERU AUGUST 2015

Many things came into my mind since I arrived at Kagawa prefecture in October
2009 to reside in a country like Japan. I think it is a unique experience for a foreigner

student like me, and I would like to divide this memory into six small parts below:

LEARNING JAPANESE LANGUAGE.

Learning a foreign language like Japanese is always a challenge, and even more
if it is so different from Spanish in both writing and pronunciation, but with patience,
understanding and with the support from the Teachers of Kagawa University,
especially International Students Center willingly supported me as well as the
other international students. Moreover, and life in Kagawa prefecture encouraged
me to learn this interesting language and this opportunity of learning became an
unforgettable experience. Furthermore, the most surprising thing was the simplicity
and the affectionate pronunciation, the magical origin of writing of kanji which is
proper of this ancient culture, reminded me the languages of Aymara and Quechua
cultures of my beloved Puno in Peru, this aspects of learning made me feel being at

home despite the distance.

VISITS TO KAGAWA SCHOOLS

The aim of study in Japan and specifically in Kagawa university was to conduct
the research the characteristics of mathematics education in Japan, thanks to the
constant support, advices and perseverance of the academic advisor administered
by graduate school of Kagawa University, the goals were to achieve even more
than planned because I learned the important aspects of education in Japan as the
development of Class Study and Japanese methodology of mathematics teaching
observed during many visits to the attached schools to the Kagawa University and
National schools where teachers showed a lot of professionalism and dedication to

education.

THE CLASS STUDY.
The most important aspect of the research was to see directly the famous Japanese
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class study developed for more than 140 years in Japan but discovered for about
20 years ago by American researchers. With the support of my academic advisor
I had the opportunity to participate in different events of lesson study in Kagawa
prefecture and other schools where I observed pedagogical innovations presented
by mathematics teachers and other subjects, We also had the opportunity to observe
teaching strategies and development of lesson study at the Tsukuba University
and Kumagayahigashi Elementary School of Saitama where educational innovation
was presented as part of activities of APEC 2011, where we share experiences and

innovations of researchers from different member countries of APEC.

KNOWLEDGE OF JAPANESE CULTURE

During my stay in Kagawa through the Kagawa University, International Students
Center, I had the opportunity to learn many aspects of Japanese culture such as tea
ceremony, the Awa Odori dance, traditional foods of Kagawa Prefecture, the ceremony
of the new year, and sights of the prefecture, well organized events of Kagawa
University International Students Center, where we had the opportunity to exchange

experiences with foreign and Japanese students.

THE FRIENDSHIP OF KAGAWA RESIDENTS

An important aspect to mention is the great friendship that shows the Kagawa
dwellers are very loving, hospitable, cheerful and always available of supporting to
foreigners. For example, it is like when I first arrive at Takamatsu, I was able to
receive the support of voluntary teacher of Japanese language at the Catholic church
of Sakura Machi through which Japanese language learning could be faster than

imagined.

CURRENT ACTIVITIES.

Since I returned to Peru in 2011, I worked on many programs of the
Education Ministry where I share educational experiences learned in Kagawa-
ken with mathematics teachers of Puno - Peru in order to improve the processes of
mathematics teaching and learning of children and teenagers in my country.

Finally I express my deep gratitude to Ministry of Education, Culture, Sport, Science,
and Technology (MEXT) of Japan for offering me the opportunity to learn and
understand a lot of Japanese culture and progress in the educational aspects, The Kagawa
University International Students Center, the graduate School of Kagawa University and
Kagawa schools who which enable me to achieve the goals of carrying out research.
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I chose Kagawa University because of its excelling profile in Food Science and
Technology and I am forever grateful because I can now reflect on the past. I am
able to say that Kagawa University opened a new world to my life. Through my
supervising professor and other staff members, I was entangled in fruitful corporate
circles, which has facilitated a major leap into my career. I cherish the friendships I
made with a number of students and staff. It was amazing how so many people, or
rather a rainbow of cultures, of different ages and ethnic backgrounds could come
together to form a community of harmony and learning. Even though I no longer live

in Kagawa, Kagawa University will always have a special place in my heart.

2012/03/24
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Wan Bunna
Ly AV AV A o

Hello everyone! My name is Wan Bunna (7> 7»7), a senior high school
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teacher from Cambodia. I won Japan Government scholarship (MEXT), which is
MONBUKAGAKUSHO. I conducted research at Graduate school of Education, Kagawa
University, Japan between 2010-2012, and the research was English Language Teaching
Methodology, so after one year and a half, I had some memories in my mind, and I
would like to tell you all about my current situations after carrying out a research at

Kagawa University, Japan.

First of all, I would divide my life in Japan into two parts: my life at Faculty of
Education and Japanese society. Beginning with my life at Faculty of Education,
I, as well as my research partner from Hunduras, South America, learned the
English language teaching methodology with other Japanese friends under professor
Takenaka, TEFL professor. This was the opportunity for both of us to improve
both our teaching techniques and tactics as foreign English teachers, and it was the
opportunity to expose ourselves to the teaching techniques to sophomore and junior at
Kagawa University. In addition to this, we had a chance to research the real classroom
teaching taught by native and non-native (Japanese teachers) speakers in the various
schools in Kagawa prefecture (Kagawa-ken). Our English teaching improved
significantly after having spent nearly one year doing a research.

At the same time, we had the good time to study Japanese under the established
and experienced professors from Kagawa University, Japan. This was the golden
opportunity to take the advantages to practice either speaking and writing Japanese.

Moreover, we studied with some professors such as ToruTakamizu sense, Mika
Shioi Sense, Ohnoro Sense, Oka sense (church). All of them came into my mind all the
time and it became an unforgettable experience for us.

Second, I was often invited to attend some social events such as Tea ceremony
(Ocha), Sports events, festivals, and other important public events. This was the
opportunity I could practice my Japanese with Japanese people that I was able to
improve my Japanese. I will never forget professor Lrong Lim, the one who led and
invited us to participate these activities I would like to suggest that if anyone just
started learning Japanese and wanted to improve your Japanese, please take this
opportunity to do it. I did this already that I could speak Japanese, not perfect, but

able to communicate, in a short time.

Last is my current, I am still working as a senior high school teacher at the same
high school. After returning from research at Kagawa University, I gained much
more knowledge of English language teaching methodology and teaching techniques
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and Japanese language than expected. I teach mostly upper-secondary levels for my
government-run school, which I teach about 250 students per academic year, and the
students from elementary school to high school levels for my private classes. I run a
private language center, which I teach about 300 students every year in my private
English center. These I have become a potential English language teacher in my

community and become a very busy teacher in my current high school.

Ultimately, I would like to express my sincere thanks for the board of Directors of
Kagawa University to willingly support to enable me to reach a success in research
and studying Japanese, hoping that I would attempt to apply my knowledge gaining
from this scholarship opportunity because the knowledge gained from this research is

an invaluable for either my community and my beloved country.
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Saul Edgardo Moncada Valladares
YV ZRHIVE EBUHAY T7rXITLA

Hello everyone at Kagawa University, it's been so long!

It is so nice to have the opportunity to keep in touch with you again.

My name is Satl Edgardo Moncada Valladares (7 Vv Z KAV K EVHF T 7Y
¥ L A) , quite a long name, isn't it?

I'm from Honduras (Central America) and studied at Kagawa University from
October 2010 to March 2012. (Teacher Training)

Let me tell you about some outstanding memories I have from Kagawa University
which IT'll sum it up in the most important for me: Meeting people from so many
countries, making friends and learning about Japanese language and culture. That
was a very valuable thing I obtained from my trip to Japan and my studies at the

aforementioned university.

First of all, I have good memories since the very beginning starting off at the
Kagawa University International House where I met about 30 students from different
countries; communication was a real challenge for me since Japanese was the lingua
franca there and I had a very low level of the language. However, we could get by

using English with a few of them.
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Next, learning about the Japanese language and culture was really great because it
differs so much between my own language and culture that triggers off curiosity and
interest. I liked the polite way Japanese people address.

Finally, I am putting into practice many things I learned from my research guided
by my supervisor and I also continue studying Japanese from time to time which

I learned from my Japanese language teachers at Kagawa University International
Student Center.

1

Activity at Kagawa University (FiF1A£25 3 FHPEKN)

Last but not least, I thank God for allowing me to carry out studies in this great

country and many thanks to all of you who taught me and supported me.
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Ivy Santiago C. Liwa
TAE—=HrFrya Yy

Kagawa University has provided great learning opportunities for international
students like me. Various activities organized by the University International Student
Center have exposed us foreign students to Japan's rich culture and living traditions,
thereby increasing our knowledge and appreciation of this nation.

As a student under the Teacher Training Program in the Faculty of Education,
this university, I enjoyed learning the basics of the Japanese language for more
than six months under the caring hands of high caliber Japanese Language
Professors. Learning a foreign language was fun yet challenging. Likewise, social
events participated in by foreign and Japanese students such as Coffee Time, Lunch
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Presentations, field trips, cooking activities, home visit program, school visits, and the
like made me gain lots of friends which enhanced my Japanese language ability.
Furthermore, I spent the second phase of my scholarship in learning and in
understanding “Lesson study,” (kenkyuu jugyou)--a Japanese foremost method of
professional development for teachers. Under the supervision of my encouraging
and supportive academic adviser and with the help of other university professors, 1
visited public and private elementary and junior high schools, observed classes, and
joined lesson study sessions. As an output, I presented my paper in the 5th Joint
Symposium between Kagawa University and Chiang Mai University held at Chiang
Mai University, Thailand, September 2014. This biennial undertaking is an excellent
avenue for students and faculty members of both partner universities to contribute
ideas to the stream of knowledge and share research results conducted in different
areas of discipline. As an education practitioner in the Philippines, attending research
symposia is a way of acquiring intellectual nourishment and professional growth.
Indeed, my 18-month training in Japan was a worthwhile and fruitful experience.
Now that I'm back in my home country, I always find time during in-service trainings
for teachers to share the knowledge and meaningful insights learned in this prestigious
university and in this country in general. I am extending my sincerest gratitude to the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) Japan and

Kagawa University for this rare and once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

(FDARN)
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My wonderful experience at Kagawa University

Ammala CHANTHAMALY

My name is Ammala CHANTHAMALY. I am from Laos and I work as a teacher
of English at Luang Prabang Teacher Training College. First of all, I would like to
express my gratitude and thanks to the Japanese government for offering me this
scholarship. Also, I would like to appreciate all teachers and staff members of the
Kagawa University, all of my friends, my classmates, and my tutors who were very
kind and friendly to me.

I can honestly say that living and studying at this great university gave me a
wonderful experience. The first thing that I would like to mention is that during my
study, I had a good opportunity to observe some English classes from Elementary to
High school levels. The most important thing that I learned is the class observations
were concluded with a big discussion among observers. All teachers honestly shared
their experiences and gave suggestions to improve teachers’ teaching techniques for
future classes. From my point of view, it is a great way to develop teachers’ teaching
skills to become more professional.

Moreover, I also learned from my friends, my classmates and people around me. As
I am an international student, what I found really interesting and rewarding for me
i1s to join some activities of the university. For example, attending the Coffee Event
and English Café gave me the opportunity to make friends, exchange cultures and
languages with many international students from different countries. These protected
me from being homesick. At the same time, I also learned a lot about Japanese culture

and society such as discipline, politeness, punctuality, and delicious food.

.|
|
Eretea (E} 2015
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